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A G E N G A

ITEM TOPIC CONTACT

1.  Members Site Visit Notes (Pages 1 - 4) Sarah Pearse

NOTES

(a) MEMBERSHIP – Councillors Cllr Phil Awford, Cllr Robert Bird, Cllr David Brown, 
Cllr Dr John Cordwell, Cllr Bernard Fisher, Cllr Terry Hale, Cllr Stephen Hirst, 
Cllr Graham Morgan, Cllr Shaun Parsons, Cllr Alan Preest, Cllr Keith Rippington, 
Cllr Steve Robinson, Cllr Pam Tracey MBE, Cllr Robert Vines and 
Cllr Simon Wheeler

(b) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Members requiring advice or clarification 
about whether to make a declaration of interest are invited to contact the 
Monitoring Officer: Nigel Roberts 01452 425201 /fax: 426790/e-mail: 
nigel.roberts@gloucestershire.gov.uk prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS

(1) Will Members please sign the attendance list.

EVACUATION PROCEDURE - in the event of the fire alarms sounding during the 
meeting please leave as directed in a calm and orderly manner and go to the 
assembly point which is outside the main entrance to Shire Hall in Westgate Street.  
Please remain there and await further instructions.
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Member Site Visit Meeting

10.15 am, 19th September 2019

Weather conditions: dry, sunny and warm, approximately 190C.

Planning Committee Member Attendance:

Councillors:
AWFORD, Cllr Philip (Chairman)
BIRD, Cllr Robert
BROWN, Cllr David
CORDWELL, Cllr John 
FISHER, Cllr Bernard
HALE, Cllr Terry
HIRST Cllr Stephen 
MORGAN, Cllr Graham

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
Ab

PARSONS, Cllr Shaun 
PREEST Cllr Alan
ROBINSON Cllr Steve
TRACEY, Cllr Pamela
VINES, Cllr Robert
WHEELER, Cllr Simon

Ap
Ap
P
P
P
P

Key: P=present, Ab=absent, Ap= Apologies

Officers in attendance: 

Sarah Pearse, (SP) Principal Planning Officer, Kevin Phillips, (KP) Team Manager, 
Linda Townsend, Senior Planning Officer (Case Officer) and Andy Birchley, Planning 
Enforcement Officer (AB).

Members were joined on site by Ms Fiona Griffiths from Roberts Limbrick Ltd 
(planning agents), Ms Sam Porter, Headteacher and Councillor Iain Dobie, Local 
Member, Cheltenham District Councillor and also Leckhampton and Warden Hill 
Parish Councillor.

Planning application 19/0026/CHR3MJ for the extension of Leckhampton 
Church of England Primary School, Hall Road, Leckhampton, Cheltenham 
GL53 0HP.

The meeting commenced close to the school’s entrance gates on Hall Road.  
Procedural notes for conducting MSV were read out to those present.  SP introduced 
visitors and officers present.  

The Case Officer (CO) described the site, pointed out the location of the proposed 
administration extension to the front of the school, the proposed new vehicular 
access and loss of tree along the Hall Road frontage.  CO advised members that Cllr 
Dobie had requested a committee decision and also outlined the grounds for local 
residents’ objections to the proposal.  It was pointed out that the coach had travelled 
past the Redrow development on the way to the application site.  The CO showed 
members a drawing the position of the new access and appearance of extension. 

Members were directed by the CO to walk around the northern side of the school 
and reassemble at the rear of the school buildings.
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At the rear of the school, the proposed location of the hall extension, extended 
carpark and Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) was pointed out.  The CO advised that 
7 trees would be removed but would be replaced by 12 trees.  Members’ attention 
was drawn to the allotment gardens on the northern and western site boundaries and 
the gardens of houses on Church Road. The CO advised Members of the location of 
an additional footpath route in the north western corner of the playing field which had 
been suggested by Cllr Dobie but was not part of the application.  

Member Questions:

Cllr Tracey asked how much land would be lost.  The CO showed the position of the 
extension and MUGA on the block plan which would take up some of the 
playground.  It was clarified that the access road would run along the northern site 
boundary and 22 additional car parking spaces would be located on land close to the 
west of the hall extension.

Cllr Tracey asked why the pedestrian access was not part of the application and Cllr 
Vines thought another footpath made sense. KP pointed out that they were straying 
into matters better discussed at the Committee meeting.

Cllr Hale thought the layout of the car park could cause congestion as the same 
gates were used for access and egress.  The CO confirmed that the car park would 
be used by staff only and there would be limited movement during the school day.  
Parents would have to park in the street.

Cllr Tracey asked how emergency vehicles would enter the site.  The CO confirmed 
that these vehicles would use the new vehicular access and that the Highway 
Authority were satisfied with the visibility splays and vehicle tracking.

Cllr Hale asked if there were any Tree Preservation Orders.  The CO confirmed that 
no TPO’d trees were affected by the proposals. 

The Chairman invited Cllr Dobie to speak about why he thought another pedestrian 
access would be useful as he had requested permission to speak to Members.  

Cllr Dobie advised Members that Church Road was a rat-run and was congested by 
commuter traffic in the morning causing chaos. He supports the expansion but it is 
very controversial because of traffic and pollution issues.  He had worked to get new 
safety zone.  It was important to do the right things in mitigation.  He pointed out that 
the County Council owned the allotment land and that it was not well used.  A 
footpath could link to the footpath to the Burrows Playing Fields.  He advised that 
Miller Homes wanted to build 350 homes on the ‘Pig Fields.’  Children from the 
Redrow Homes development could use this footpath to walk and cycle to school and 
avoid dangerous traffic and pollution.  The cost would be small compared to the 
overall cost of the scheme.  
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Members were directed by the CO to walk to the southern site boundary, near 
Church Road and reassemble close the electricity sub-station.

The CO pointed out the proposed new pedestrian access from Church Road using 
the existing emergency vehicle access.  Additional cycle and scooter stands would 
be provided close to this new access.

Members were directed to walk along the path towards the school hall and 
reassemble to the rear of 67 Hall Road.

The CO pointed out the location of the Old Schoolroom which is currently used as a 
dining room by the school.  The pre-school classroom and the location of 67 Hall 
Road which is the nearest dwelling to the site were shown to Members.  The CO 
advised Members that dining would take place in the new hall on completion and that 
this building would be refurbished for use as a multi-purpose space.  

The CO advised that the existing school hall would be subject to internal alterations 
to create 6 classrooms.  There would be no windows and cladding with similar 
appearance to the proposed admin extension at the front of the school.  

The Chairman invited the Planning Agent to address Members.

Ms Griffiths advised that there had been public consultation regarding the additional 
rear pedestrian access to the school but that this had received mixed comments.  
There was a concern that there would be safeguarding issues with the route in this 
location. 

The Chairman invited the Head Teacher to address Members.

Ms Porter explained that making the school a welcoming place was part of the ethos 
of the school and a member of staff is present at the school gates at the start and 
end of the school day.  She was concerned that an access to the rear, across the 
playing field would not be in direct line of sight from the school and that there would 
be safeguarding issues.  

Member Questions:

A councillor asked what the Published Admission Number (PAN) was for the school.  
Ms Porter clarified the PAN was 60 but an additional 30 children had been accepted 
this year to meet extra demand.  

Cllr Tracey asked for confirmation that no buildings would be lost and all the paths 
would remain.  The CO confirmed that the Old Schoolroom would remain but 
repurposed, the pre-school classroom would remain as existing and the school hall 
would be repurposed. 

Members returned to the bus and left the site at 10.50am to travel back to Shire Hall 
via Kidnappers Lane, where the location of the proposed Leckhampton Secondary 

Page 3



School site was pointed out as well as land to the east which is to be allocated for 
mixed use in the emerging Cheltenham Local Plan.

Notes by: Linda Townsend (20/09/2019)
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